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Museum . Notes 


By A. L. LEACH, FikzS. 
Hon 


Curator. 


A TALE OF THE SEA. 


A few weeks ago these Notes contained 


In account of the Merman of Linney Head, 


taken from a strange story 
armer who 
creature in 
story of one of these 


have seen the 
1781. An earlier 
perplexing appear- 


claimed to 
December, 


ances has now come to light according to 


Mr. H. M. Vaughan ,who writes as follows: 


A MERMAID AT 


A curious 
pamphlet 


PENDINE. 
indeed unique little 
purchased by the 
National Library of Wales, is an account 
of the appearance of a Mermaid off the 
coast at Pendine over 340 years ago. 
This pamphlet, which was unknown at 
the British Museum, where the authcri- 
ties are greatly interested in its discov- 
erv, consists of four leaves octavo with 
the text in black letter and a picture of 


and 
recently 


the Mermaid on the title page. It 1s 
Shown as © Imprinted at London, 1603. 
for W.B. The title runs A mos“ 


Strange and true Report of a Monsterous 
Fish that appeared in the form of a 
Woman from her waist upwards, seene 
in the Sea by divers men of good repu- 
tation on the 17 of February 1603, near 
Gylmanes poynt in the parish of Pendine 
in the Countie of Carmarthen.” 


event. 


related by a 


The account of the Mermaid is con— 
tained in a letter hy © Mr, P. G.“ to his 
cousin“ Mr. H. P.“ in London, and 


from internal evidence it appears to be 
based on a careful enquiry made by Mr. 
William Sandars, of Pendine, a mag1s- 
trale and otherwise a person of local 
influence, but he did not make his inves- 
tigation until several weeks after the 
Many witnesses were then exam- 
ined and the report contains the names 
of thirteen of these in full, 
the substance of the storv. 
The creature was ſirst observed by one 
Thomas Raynold, yeoman, after 
watching it for fetched 
several friends and neighbours so that 
they might see the weird object and bear 
witness to its reality. It had © the shape 
of a lively Woman from her waist up 


Here 15 


who 


two hours, 


wards which was all above the water 
her collour browne: a very large and 
ſavre [head of] Haire: her breasts 


round and very white with two fayre 
handes: everything formally as a 
Woman.” This description tallies with 
the figure on the title page. Variovs 
people watched the strange obect until 
darkness set in: then it was lost to siglt 
and was not seen or heard of again, 
\Vhat did all these people see? Was 
it a dugong or manatee or other visitor 
from tropical seas, or was it, as the 
picture seems to suggest, an unusually 
large seal? The chief hindrance to an 
acceptance ol these naturalistie explan:- 
tions arises from the very human han-is 
and arms, Much imagination would 
need to be called into play to convert a 
Seals paddles into the “two 
handes * Shown in the drawing, 


fayre 
But 


apart from these features the figure 
might be interpreted as a representation 
of a seal. 

I hope to obtain from the National 
Library a photostat facsimile of this 
rare if not unique pamphlet concerning 
the Mermaid. This copy will be placed 
in the Library of the Tenby Museum. 

It is a curious coincidence that the nar- 
ratives of the Pendine Mermaid and the 
Linney Head Merman both begin with 
Stories fold by local ſarmers, Raynold aud 
Reynold respectively, bearing names 86 
unusual in this district that neither of them 
appears in the current list of Electors in 
the parish of St. Mary's-in-Liberty, Again 
in cach case the creature had human hands 
and arms, and the descriptions of its ap- 
pearance were written not by the chief 
witnesses but by local persons of impor- 
tance. May it not be that the Linney 
Head story is a distorted version, told long 
aſterwards, of the. Pendine event and that 
this may have arisen from an exaggerated 
ang imaginative account of a very large 
Seal? 


apart from these features the 
might be interpreted as a representation 
of a seal. 
I hope to obtain from the National 
Library a photostat facsimile of this 
rare if not unique pamphlet concerning 
the Mermaid. This copy will be placed 
in the Library of the Tenby Museum. 
It is a curious coincidence that the nar- 
ratives of the Pendine Mermaid and the 
Linney Heaq Merman both begin with 
stories fold by local farmers, Raynold aud 
Reynold respectively, bearing names 80 
unusual in this district that neither of them 
appears in the current list of Electors in 
the parish of St. Mary's-in-Liberty, Again 
in each case the creature had human hands 
and arms, and the descriptions of its ap- 
pearance were written not by the chief 
witnesses but by local persons of + impor- 
tance, May it not be that the Linney 
Head story is a distorted version, told long 
afterwards, of the Pendine event and that 
this may have arisen from an exaggerated 
lang imaginative account of a very large 


seal? 
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A moſt ſtrange and true report otra monſterous Fiſh, who 
appeared in the forme ofa Woman from her waſte ypwards. 
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Imprinted at Londontor W.B, 


A moſt ſtrange and true re- 


port ofa monſterous Fith, thar appeared inthe 


forme of a Woman, from her waſt vpwardes: 
Scene in the Sea by divers men of good reputation, 
on the 17. of February laſt paſt 1603. neare 
Gylmanes poynt, in the pariſh of Penaine 
in the Countie oł Carmarthen. 


To hu loving Kinſman and Friend t. H. P. 
at his lodging in London, tb. ſe. cc. 

re moſt louing Coſen, like the 
EF 2 touch of the pureſt Arabian Gold, 
haue J euer found pour Lone, 
— which ſo often hauing appꝛoued, 
in all true frindſhip hath obliged 
me bp all bondes of gentilitie 
and heneſtp vnto pou'eſpecta'ly) 
— — 0: x our kind!y and pain etul par⸗ 
ticipating from time to time, all thoſe honozable ſer⸗ 
uices done his moſt exceltent Maieſtie, from place 
to plate (in pour Letters) ſo largely deſcribing his 
ropaitte, and the ſubtects duetie: with the ch@ring 
whereof,our hartes were no leſſe repleniſhed with 
all comfoꝛt and true affection of lopaitie, then pou, 
the moft happp behslders thereof : with remem- 
bzance of thoſehappie'tydings, ſuch a ſimphanie ot 
true zeale anddactie comopning, as b:ought moze 
comtozt to our grued hartes, which care had ouer 
tharged with tmagtnations, That the care of the 
one, was erpeld bp the top ofthe others: and our de- 
tayed ipꝛightes reumed, as 4quaCelcſtis the body, 
religning his lateſt galpe to his maker. 
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Foꝛ theſe,am millions of other pour kind favours 
(my go Coolen) iet ime fade you with thankes, and 
lo many wiſhes of h3pp:nes & pꝛolperitie from all 
pour Friendes, in the Weſterne Mountaines of 
Wales, as we deitre: then ſhould vou not node in 
onght that ſhoula either conterne the woꝛldes felict- 
tie, oꝛ heauens bieſſednelle) but all in all ſHou!d con⸗ 
curre to make pou happte, both with God and men; 
The time is ſhoꝛt of my Meſſengers ſap: his haſte 
on his toꝛnep requiring haſte, pet could J not omit 
this opou unitie, to gratitie your London Mewes of 
toy, with a moſt rare and ſtrange matter here in our 
confines, not long ſithence happening. 

Strange things man haue publiſhed, as monſte⸗ 
erous Birthes, ſtrange Beaſtes, taking of (Bhates 
and other ſtrange Jiſhes.fierie Dꝛagons, c ſtrange 
C:ghtes in the Ap2e, ſome by nature, (others, as tos 
kens of Gods powerfuli Maieſtte)all great ano ad⸗ 
mpꝛable foz men to wonder at. and exatt his gloꝛp, 


to the abating ot mens pꝛide, and foꝛ warning oc vg 


that our linfull iiues map be amended, that true re⸗ 
pentance map follow, and pꝛide. whoꝛedome, b be: 


, Tie, extoꝛtion, couetoulſnt ſſe, letcherie, ano ſuch like 


pernitious damnable vices, map be vtterip abolt⸗ 


ſhed: reta; ning in their place, the feare ol Gods 


wꝛath koꝛ linne, charitable love amongſt men, ano 


all other holp pꝛeſcriptions from God, our gracious 


Soueraigne,andP:eachers ol his ſacred word. 
Jam ſomewhat tedious, god Coœſen: therefoze J 
reterre pou to the true repoꝛt of this moſt admirable 
and ſtrange newes, which on my credite J weite 
— it with the belt ot our & pour god 
tiendes, as folsweth. Viz. On 


ON Frydap the rvij. dap of Febzuarielaſt paſt 
1603. About thꝛę of the clocke in the after ncone, 
one Thomas Raynold of Pendine, (à Village in the 
Countie ot Carmarden) a very honeſt and tubſtan⸗ 
cial! Peoman, walking neare the (ho2es fide, not 
fat rom a high Land oꝛ Popnt in the ſame pariſh, 
called Hollogoho, betwærne Gylmanzs Bopnt and 
Tolwen, he law ſtvimming in the Sea (neate the 
Poynt) a moſt ſirange and wonderkull thing : the 
greatnes and rarenes whereof, being of that foꝛme 
and length, albert he was a man ol god ſence and 
ſpꝛight, hawng reaſon and iudgemer t, moze then 
many of no better education, dꝛoue him lo to admire 
there at, that he ſpent the better part ok two howers 
bie wing of it, as it dꝛaue with the Tyde towardes 
the ſhoze,betweene the two Poynts: where he did 
diicouer it at his full plealure in this ſoꝛme. 

The ſhape ofa very lively Moman. from her waſt 
bpwardes, wh. ch was all aboue the water: her 
cullour bꝛo vne: a very large a:.d faire Naire: over 
which to his (@mtng)was a thing like a Ho vabeut 
het necke in manet ot a white Band, her Bꝛeues 
round and verp white, with two lapze handes, eue⸗ 
tie thing lozmally as a Moman. 7 

Thonas Kayuold hauing with great wonder no⸗ 
ted all this, neare two howers ſpace, in god [igtt, 
ano twke god notiſe thereok, imagining what 
might be thought,ofvnbeleeuing people, it he ſhout3 
repoztit.hauing no body totultitie his wWo2des, al⸗ 
though he be a man ot credite: yet leauing it foꝛ a 
time, as watghtng his reputation, ſpædeth him in 
all halte co the Towne, where, lo maup ol his 
I 3, hoͤnett 


had perkect ſight ol her, as J haue wzitten, 


honeſt neighbours and coſens as he could lodaine⸗ 
ly linde, he cauſed to goe with him to the Poyrif, 
where he lekt it, to witneſle what he had ſeene: who 
ltkewiſe had god view thereof halte an houte and 
moꝛe, neuer changing any ape, but as Kaynold 
hadſ&ene it. A moſt dzeadfull wonder to many of 
thoſe beholders, which diuerfly cenſured thereof; 
ſome being afrapde,lealt it might be otherwile then 
it ſhewed: Standing thus amazed at the light, with 
turning of the Tpde, it made way fromthe place 
where they ſaw it ſwimming : then in kwimming. 
(which was moze admirable) it appeared in cullour 
grap, with eares like a Hound, but ſomewhat grea- 
ter and hoꝛter: her backe like bnto a Cock-boate; 
a full pard oz moꝛe in bꝛeadth: her taple to their ſee: 
ming. two kothomes in length: in her wimming 
che went Soth eaſt tothe Sea: Then came ſhe 
Noꝛth-eaſt to Tolwen, where (he continued vnttll 
night: at which time, the darkenefle of the night 
appzoching, the beholders loſt her ſight, and from 
that time, was neuer ſeene moꝛe, 02 heard of as pet, 
about all the coaſt. Thzee howers full oꝛ moꝛe, they 


Che people, as a wonder, filled the partſh with the 
rumoꝛ ofthts ſtrange light, and far and neare went 
the repoꝛt. Amongſt many others which came, and 
lent to bend ne, to heare the certaine newes hereok, 
one M. illiam Sandars, of the ſame Patiſh, hauing 
been foꝛ his Mateſttes buſtnes at Garmarthen that 
dap, at his home comming hearing a rumour here- 
ok by his leruants, and knowing well Thomas Ray- 
nold to be man ot god name amonalt them, deſi⸗ 
raus 


rous to be refolued ofthe trueth hereof, on the moꝛ⸗ 
cow following ſent fo2 him, and examined him of 
every part and particularitie hereof, as pou haue 
heard, who confirmed the lame vnto hum: and fo2 
the better ſatistaction of the iata M. Sandars, Kaynold 
ſent to2 ali thoſe, octhe better (ot, which were p2e- 


ſent with him, who conurmed vnder theirhaz5cs, 


what Raynold had ſpoken: whoſe names I itkew.ſe 
lend you,as they were ſubicribed, Viz. 


The Examiner M.William Sandars of Penden. 


Examinates. 
T homas Raynold. Alice Row 
William Raynold. loane n 
lohn Raynold the elder. | Anne Morics. 
Jobn Raywold the younger. > I -1;,,; Bullocke. 
Dauid Moris Smich. Kath rine Griphine. 
Alon ſh Webb. P hi lip D 4). 
Hurry Mores of Morras. t 


With many others, both of Penden and other plates. 


what this wonder may pzetend,to his Miteſtte 
that made vs all, it is beſt knowen: but with vs, 
greatly adintred. Accept this (god Cooſen) which 
am at pour ſeruice, and let vs all, as our bounden 
duette,beſzech God all powerfull, and full of might, 
to bleſſe and pꝛelerue our royall and molt grattous 
King, the Queene, and all their Pꝛintely pꝛogemie: 
ſtrengthen our tapthes, and continue our peace, ta 
his eternall glozp,# our comfoztes in Jeſus Chill, 


Your Cooſen, and euer 
dcuvted Friend: 
P. G. 


FINIS. 
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